Delta and non-A, non-B hepatitis viruses.
A review is given on the current knowledge of the hepatitis delta virus (HDV), the only hepatotropic non-A and non-B (NANB) virus characterized, although the infection it causes requires infection with hepatitis B virus (HBV). Studies in chimpanzees have provided the most data now available on the putative NANB agents. Histologic and electron microscopic changes occurring in HDV and NANB hepatitis have been shown to be comparable, and some biologic, epidemiologic and clinical features are similar. However, the lack of cross-protection between NANB and HDV hepatitis in cross-challenge transmission experiments and the lack of hybridization between HDV-RNA and nucleic acids from NANB material indicate that HDV and the putative NANB agents are minimally, if at all, related.